The Code of Chivalry
ind the Militia Templi



Defining Chivalry @

® “Chivalry is only a name for that general spirit which disposes men to

heroic actions, and keeps them conversant with all that is beautiful and
sublime in the intellectual and moral world.” Kenelm Henry Digby, The
Broad Stone of Honor.

® Knightly or Chivalrous behavior encompasses then not just how we treat

our neighbors, but the manner in which our duties are executed.




Chivalrous Behavior @

« To be called Chivalrous by a person in society today is normally a

compliment to a person's courteousness especially towards members of the
opposite sex.

Chivalry in its fullest view is the religious, moral and social code that

governed the actions of knights and nobles.




Rnighthood vs Nostalgia @

To become a Knights in the Militia Templi is to embrace a code of life found both
in the Rule and in the Code of Chivalry. It has real obligations, and will require
sacrifices and changes to a person's way of living. A nostalgic view of the
knighthood becomes enamored with the particulars of the historic knights such as

e Horseback riding and jousting.

e The historic weapons of knights: swords, lances, shields etc.

o The study of the training and fighting systems used historically.

None of these things are bad, but none of them are provided in the Militia Templi
and in fact some could even be harmful to a vocation should the investment of
time or money interfere with a Knight’s service to the Church.




Practical Chivalry @

“A Rule had to be dictated also for the new Order of the Poor Knights of Christ of
the reborn Militia Templi, and Our General Chapter has unanimously approved
its text based on the old Rule, adapted to today’s requirements and to the aims of
a modern Christian testimony through the ideals of Knighthood.” Decree
Promulgating The Rule

“Finally, his Knightly formation shall be seen to, teaching him the history of
Chivalry and its true ideals.” The Rule




Practical Chivalry @

What the Militia Templi aims to provide is a spiritual and intellectual formation in
the ideals of Knighthood. This instruction leads to men willing to dedicate their
lives to “fight without respite for the rights of God and Christianity” by their
commitment to a life of prayer and work in their apostolate. This then allows
them to become Knights in deed more than in word with the association of other
brothers bound to the same ideals under the watchful guidance of Holy Mother the
Church.




Codes of Chivalry: Sonq of Roland @

1. To fear God and maintain His Church
2. To serve the liege lord in valour and faith
3. To protect the weak and defenceless
4. To give succour to widows and orphans
5.  To refrain from the wanton giving of offence
6. To live by honour and for glory
7. To despise pecuniary reward
8. To fight for the welfare of all
9. To obey those placed in authority
10. To guard the honour of fellow knights
11. To eschew unfairness, meanness and deceit
12.  To keep faith
13. At all times to speak the truth
14. To persevere to the end in any enterprise begun
15. To respect the honour of women
16.  Never to refuse a challenge from an equal
17.  Never to turn the back upon a foe




The Song of Roland @

. According to Gautier in his work Chivalry he says of Roland: “In legendary
lore the embodiment of chivalry is Roland”.

Many other Codes of Chivalry are heavily influenced by the Song of Roland
which is an epic poem on the Battle of Roncevaux in 778, it is considered to
be the oldest major work of French literature.

Roland is the nephew of Charlemagne the Holy Roman Emperor. He winds
up cut off from Charlemagne's main army while protecting the rear and
fighting to death.

* Roland’s last acts in the poem are killing an enemy who feigned being dead
and commending his soul to God’s mercy.




Rolands Death @

This is an adaptation of the original epic poem in english written more similar to a
novel called: Roland the Hero of Early France.

“Then he flung himself on the ground under a pine-tree with his face to the earth,
his sword and Olifant beneath him, his face to the foe, that Charlemagne and the
Franks might see when they came that he died victorious. He made his
confession, prayed for mercy, and offered to Heaven his glove, in token of
submission for all his sins. "Mea culpa! O God! | pray for pardon for all my sins,
both great and small, that | have sinned from my birth until this day." So he held up

towards Heaven his right-hand glove, and the angels of God descended around
him.




Rolands Death Cont @

Again Roland prayed: "O very Father, who didst never lie, Didst bring St. Lazarus
from the dead again,Didst save St. Daniel from the lion's mouth, Save Thou my
soul and keep it from all ills, That | have merited by all my sins!’

Again he held up to Heaven his glove, and St. Gabriel received it; then, with head
bowed and hands clasped, the hero died, and the waiting cherubim, St. Raphael
St. Michael, and St. Gabriel, bore his soul to Paradise.” . ainl




Roland and the Virgin Mary @

It is worth noting that the last act the historical Roland did

was an act of tribute to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

e ‘“the last thought of the paladin Roland, when he expired on the field of battle,
was an act of respect towards the Blessed Virgin; he desired that his sword
might be borne to Our Lady of Roc-Amadour, and it was done as he had

commanded.” Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God : with the history
of the devotion to her.




Book of the Order of Chivalry

The Book of the Order of Chivalry or Knighthood by Blessed Ramon Lull (Martyr)
also presents a code throughout the text, very similar to the above.

e  The duty of a Knight is to support and defend the Holy Catholic Faith

e  The duty of a Knight is to support and defend his earthly lord.

e  The duty of a Knight is to support his land.

e The duty of a Knight is to have a castle and horse, to guard the highways and to protect those who work the land.
e  The duty of a Knight is also to search for thieves, robbers and other wicked folk in order to punish them.

e  The duty of a true Knight is to accuse a traitor and to fight against him.

° Charity is a kind of love that every Knight must have in order to fulfill his duty. Charity makes a man bear lightly the heavy
burdens of chivalry.




To live by honor @

« " The true point of honour," says La Colombiere in his Theatre
d'Honneur et de Chevalerie, " on which our renown must depend, is
the being a good man; and that is the true natural honour ; and as for
that which is acquired, it consists, like the first, in loving and fearing
God, and in not imagining any honour which is not in His honour,
which is the commencement of all wisdom ; to serve one's king
faithfully, to obey the laws, and to fight bravely for him and for his
country; to follow the truth, reason, justice, and equity; to love and
assist one's neighbour; to protect widows and orphans ; to succour
the poor and oppressed ;




To live by honor cont. @

* “to obey rulers, whether ecclesiastical, or military, or civil ; and in all
his actions to evince that probity, that generosity, that virtue, the
price and recompense of which is true honour, and it is useless to
seek its identical point anywhere else. And if we wish to rise still
higher above these precepts, we must imitate Jesus Christ our
Saviour in forgiving our enemies, and then we shall possess not only
the true temporal honour, but also that which is heavenly and
eternal." Kenelm Henry Digby, The Broad Stone of Honor.




It is better to never be one >l

- “The responsibilities of a Knight constitute both the source and purpose of
the Order of Chivalry. If a Knight does not perform his duties, he is contrary
to his Order and to the entire origin of chivalry. As a result of such a
contradiction, he is not a true Knight, even if he continues to bear the name”
Blessed Raymond Lull
“For by whom a man is overcome, of the same also he is the slave. For if, flying from the pollutions of the world, through the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they be again entangled in them and overcome: their latter state is become
unto them worse than the former. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of justice, than after they have

known it, to turn back from that holy commandment which was delivered to them. For, that of the true proverb has happened
to them: The dog is returned to his vomit: and, The sow that was washed, to her wallowing in the mire.” 2 Peter 1 20-22

*  “A Rule had to be dictated also for the new Order of the Poor Knights of Christ of the reborn Militia Templi, and Our General
Chapter has unanimously approved its text based on the old Rule, adapted to today’s requirements and to the aims of a
modern Christian testimony through the ideals of Knighthood.” Decree Promulgating The Rule




Putting on Christ @

- “Therefore, you Knight, who are charged with the duty of examining a squire,
are bound more strongly to seek out high qualities and valor in a squire than
in any other person. Also, you who have the job of inspecting the squire who
aims to enter the Order, you ought to find out whether he wishes merely an
opportunity to travel and receive honors without doing honor to chivalry and
to those who honor it.” Blessed Raymond Lull

- “Set your trust in God, attribute to Him, and not to yourself, whatever good
you discover within you, but be aware that evil comes from us and accept the
ensuing responsibilities” The Rule




Fight! @

“Do not lose heart, then, my brother, in pursuing your
spiritual life. There is yet time, and your hour is not past.
Why delay your purpose? Arise! Begin at once and say:
"Now is the time to act, now is the time to fight, now is the
proper time to amend." The Imitation of Christ, Book 1
Chapter 22




