
God’s Angels
Selected Readings in Preparation for the 4th Vow.

“Are you willing to promise to be a defender of the rights of God first of all by your courageous witness of your
Catholic, Apostolic and Roman Faith in all circumstances?”

Introduction: In our constitutions it states that we  “exercise the practice of Christian virtues in everyday life”1 As
such we are not courageous witnesses of the Faith unless it is in all aspects of our life, it is not enough to be pious when
only at prayer. dom. Noah

Sermon IV

“Behold, I send my Angel before thy face.” St. Matthew 11:10.

I suppose, brethren, among the first things you remember hearing of in your childhood were "the
angels of God," or, as people often say, "the angels of God in heaven" You remember, I am
sure, how pleased you were to look at their pictures, with sweet faces and large, outstretched
wings, and how glad you were when you were told that one of those guardian spirits was always
by your side. But this morning I want to speak to you, not of the "angels of God in heaven," but
of the angels of God on earth. And who are they? you will ask. Are they spirits? Have they
wings like the angels we saw years ago in the picturebook? No, they have not wings; they are
not pure spirits; they are men, women, and children just like ourselves. The word "angel" means
a messenger, one who is sent with tidings. Thus St. John Baptist (who was sent to tell the world
that Jesus Christ was coming) is called in today's Gospel "an angel" that is, a messenger from
God. Know, brethren, all of us ought to be messengers of God to our neighbor and to the world.
We are all Catholics, have all been called to know the true faith, and we have all been taught
how to observe God's moral law. First, then, we Catholics ought to be the angels of God on
earth to those who are not Catholics. We ought to do our best in our own little circle to spread
the knowledge of our holy religion. By our lives we ought to show the world that the Catholic
religion makes us better citizens, better and more honest men of business, and truer lovers of
our neighbors and mankind. Many of you "live out" at service in Protestant or infidel families;
many of you are working for non-Catholic employers; many are employed in factories,
surrounded by those who belong to false religions or who have no religion at all. Oh! What
chances such have to be angels of God on earth.  You can show by your fidelity to work, by your
strict honesty, by your modest behavior, that you belong to a religion which comes from God. By
a seasonable word, by the loan of a book, by showing your horror of cursing and swearing and
of bad talk, you would be doing God's work, and showing to those outside the church that there
is something in your belief which makes you good. Have you done this? Have you not, on the
contrary, often scandalized our non-Catholic friends by your bad example, your dishonesty, your
exhibitions of temper, your outbursts of blasphemy, and your consent to what was impure? Ah!
When you do these things you are the angels of the devil on earth. You are doing his work and
bearing his message. Again, to your own Catholic brethren and to your own family you can be
angels of God on earth! Have you got a scandalous neighbor, a negligent father or mother, a
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wicked child, a profligate husband or son? Oh! Be angels of God to these unfortunate ones. By
your good example, your patience in affliction, by your charity and forbearance, your strict
attention to your religious duties, and, in short, by a really good life, you will be able to "prepare
the way of the Lord." You will "go before his face" to prepare the way for his grace. Don’t let it be
said by those who are not good Catholics, "I don’t see that those who go to their duties are any
better than I am." Show them that you are better, and that it is religion that makes you so.
"Example is better than precept." Actions speak louder than words. Oh! Then be angels of God
to those outside the church, be angels of God to your children, to your parents, to your friends
and neighbors. Once there was a child who had been very badly brought up by his parents. He
went to church by chance one day, and heard an instruction on the laws of the church. When he
came home, although it was Friday, there was meat for dinner. The boy would not eat it. Furious
at this, his bad parents beat him; but the child remained firm, till at last, touched by his example,
the parents converted themselves and lived as good Catholics. That boy was an angel of God
on earth. "Go ye and do in like manner," and then our Lord Jesus Christ, the " Angel of the great
covenant," will summon you at death to take your place among his holy angels, with whom you
shall be glorified and chant his praises for ever and ever.
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